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Pratyush Shankar 
Academic and Architect
The workshop is lead by Prof. Pratyush Shankar, who is an 
Academic and a practicing architect. He is an Adjunct Professor 
at CEPT University, Ahmedabad and visiting professor at TU,
Darmstadt, Germany. He was the Acting Dean of Architecture 
and Head of the Undergraduate Office at CEPT University. He 
authored the book “Himalayan Cities” and recently finished a 
forthcoming book titled “History of Urban Form of India” for 
Oxford University Press. He was awarded the 22nd JK Cement 
Architect of the year Award in the Residential Design Category 
and Humboldt Fellowship in Germany. For more information 
visit https://pratyushshankar.com.

Ruturaj Parikh
Architect and Urban designer

Architect and Urban Designer, Ruturaj Parikh will be the special 
expert of our workshop. He has worked on and led architectural 
projects, urban design schemes, social & public projects and 
content initiatives with the Charles Correa Foundation [Director], 
IA&B Magazine [Asst. Editor], I.N.T.A.C.H [Consultant], 
DUSTUDIO in Auroville, Rathin Ghoghari Architects. He is 
presently the editor of Matter. He is passionate about the 
process of building construction and believes in the power of 
creative temperament in shaping the work of the studio.
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THEME 1 | ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

Bureaucracy and administration are hall marks of the city from the time of the earliest civilization. 
Portuguese colonial cities were known for their professional approach of their civic Administration 
. This come from their own experience of urbanization back home and from creating cities in Latin 
American. How does Architecture and the spaces around the building reflect these ideas of control and 
administration? In this theme we will try and discover how urban patterns and architectural typology 
contributes in creating a perception of an “administered city”. The study was done around General Post 
office, Police Headquarters, Customs Museum, Adil Shah Palace.
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THEME 2 | THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

Church played a major role in colonization efforts in Portuguese and Spanish colonies. The Roman 
catholic institution was at one level conscience keeper of the state. The church gave the much-needed 
legitimacy for colonization and yet was the single most important institution that integrated people from 
different ethnicity and nations into a single community. How does this important role of the church reflect 
in the spaces in the city? The study was done around Immaculate Conception Church, St. Sebastian 
Church, Bishop’s Palace.
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THEME 3 | THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

Cities have been made possible by modification of nature. Diverting waterways, creating new landfill sites 
of modifying natural slopes is amongst the most common initiatives of many cities to create much more 
conducive urban environment. Try and look around Panjim and find instances where nature condition has 
been modified in order to create new kind of spaces. 
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PARTICIPANT’S WORK 
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AAKASH DAVE      ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

CONFLUENCE: NATURE AND THE GRID
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Understanding the peculiar orientation of Adil Shah 
Palace, the organisation of the city on the residual 
space generated - when the built around the hill and 
grid laid out by the Portuguese meet. 

Aakash Dave
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02      THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

AUTONOMY AND POWER: USING NATURE AS A TOOL

A symbolic approach showcasing the importance 
of the churches and how their strategic placement 
highlighted their role during the colonisation.
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03      THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

DICHOTOMY: OF THE OLD AND NEW

A contrast between the old and the new city and how 
it assembled with its context. While one looks onto 
nature, more organic and merges with the hill; the 
other looks into nature, placed in an iron grid and 
defines a clear boundary with the hill. 
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AMRUTA GAJJAR      ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

HOW SCALE DEFINES THE POWER AND AUTHORITY

The Secretariat - To display importance, power and 
authority; the structure need not be monumental. 
What I observed was that a simple, linear building 
is also able to show its authority and power through

its horizontality and outspread as compared to the 
surrounding buildings. It also has open spaces which 
define its importance. It is not so monumental yet it 
displays its power and authority.
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ORIENTATION AND ALIGNMENT OF ARCHBISHOP 
HOUSE

02     THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

The Archbishop House - Observing and reading the 
history of Panjim, the archbishop house (the highest 
authority) was built after the whole Panjim city (the 
new capital, then) was planned. In spite, of it being 
built later on, its axis doesn’t match or align with any

other axis or the grids. I was questioning the 
orientation of the Archbishop house and interpreted 
that maybe to show its importance, authority and 
power; it is not aligned with the rest of the grid or the 
axis, yet is seated on top of the hill.
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NATURAL MODIFICATION REVIVING THE CHURCH’S 
IDENTITY

03      THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

Amruta Gajjar
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The 80th cut which was the last modification of 
nature of Portuguese colonization was done to cut 
the big hill in Panjim to connect the main city with 
the Fontainhas settlement. The interpretation was 
made that this road which was cut, enhanced the 
church with its own individual hill and it created its 
own identity as the church of the city
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ANEESH DEVI      ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

THE DILUTED SCALE
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An introspection of the spatial scale of an 
administrative structure in comparison to residential 
structures and how they seem to blend in seamlessly. 
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The placement of church in the urban context was a 
reflection of the Portuguese ideology, to keep the church as 
a body of silent regulatory power. 

02      THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

PASSIVE GOVERNANCE
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The strategic dominance over nature over a period 
of time to stronghold the Portuguese control over 
the city and amongst the public.

03      THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

GRADUAL ACQUISITION

Aneesh Devi
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BANSI PATEL        ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

EDGES AND MOVEMENT
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Here I observed how the edges of the buildings 
of authority were placed to manage the course 
of movement and length of pause of the people 
passing-by.

Bansi Patel
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Authority imposed by the Institution of church 
follows a hierarchy based off of the importance of 
the institute. An intimate institute like a Chapel is 
followed by a similar context and a church acts like 
a landmark making the space around it very public.

02      THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

PUBLIC AND SEMI-PRIVATE
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03      THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

MODIFICATION OF NATURE AGAINST MODIFICATION 
OF THE BUILT 

modify the built according to the landscape and the 
character of the space formed therefore is much 
more dynamic. 

If one were to look at the modification of the natural 
landscape at micro level i.e. limited to a cluster of 
buildings, you observe than rather than modifying 
the nature and creating intentional spaces which 
are likely to turn out be monotonous it’s better to

Bansi Patel
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  ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

THE TRADE TRIAD
BHARGAVI 

MURTHY

iland, creating a zone for ships to unload. This zone, 
extending to the square near the Palace, might have 
been an important center for the influx of western 
influences into the city. One might infer that this zone 
also acted an informal place for exchange between 
traders, in the absence of a designated marketplace.

The link between the Adil Shah Palace, the Customs 
House and a small natural protrusion of land along 
the river edge (presently the ferry and casino dock) 
is explored. Sailing in from the Mandovi River, the 
Palace is a powerful visual edifice and the Church 
s visible in the backdrop. The Customs House is 
strategically located behind the protruding edge of 
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02     THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

BIG CHURCH, SMALL CHURCH

smaller local parishes and chapels which are 
more accessible to people. While it unlikely that 
the Immaculate Church has been overshadowed 
by these smaller religious loci over the years, one 
can certainly interpret that it has always held an 
exclusivity.

As I began to explore the stronghold of the 
Immaculate Church as a symbol, it became apparent 
that while it had a visual and auditory dominance, it 
was not a focal point for city planning. Although the 
Immaculate Church is one of the oldest buildings in 
Panjim, the grid of the city is ordered by the Police 
Headquarters building. Furthermore, one finds
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03      THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

LINEAR INCISION

nor makes itself conducive for cultural exchange 
between the two neighbourhoods. While it is an 
ambitious project for undertaking, it serves a single-
minded purpose.

An avenue cuts through Althino hill to connect the old 
settlement of Fontainhas to the rest of Panjim City. 
The cut follows a simple and straightforward idea-- 
a physical connect. It neither changes any aspects 
of the two institutions that exist on either side of it,
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

STRUCTURES OF FORMALITY

informality to the space. With no boundaries, no fixed 
entry/exit points, the space is more easy-going. The 
informality is enhanced by use of simple chabutras 
as seating, creating the atmosphere of informality. 
With a comfortable accessibility, the user is at 
ease. From the study, it seems that the open/ green 
spaces around a structure, helps in defining the 
language of the structure at a micro level, and also 
the square at a macro level. Visual dominance plays 
a big role in defining a space formally or informally.

Dictating the open/ green spaces around a 
administrative building and a commercial building 
with structures of formality and informality. The Azad 
Maidan right next to the Police Headquarters has a 
linearity, with boundary on all 4 sides, and designated 
points of entry and exit- which creates a formality in 
the mind of the user. The presence of war memorials 
creates an official atmosphere, demanding 
respect- hence, the sense of formality is created. 
Similarly, when we look at the Abbe Faria Square, 
next to the Adil Shah Palace, there is a sense of

CHANDRIKA 
BHARDWAJ 



 | 51

ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

Chandrika Bharadwaj

02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

POWER PLAY

Institution of Church is at the higher ground, whereas 
the Chief Minister’s official residence, the governing 
body in today’s time, is at a lower level. This visual 
dominance is created by planning the institutions of 
church at a higher ground, making the Church an 
omnipresence, which helps in enforcing the faith.

The church played a big role in the Portuguese 
colonising of the Goa. This belief has been 
enhanced by using the topography of Panjim to the 
advantage of the colonisers. When looking at all 
3 sites- Bishop’s House, Our Lady Of Immaculate 
Conception Church, St. Sebastian- the church has 
been placed at a higher ground. The churches 
built at a higher ground involuntarily gives it a high 
stature, enhanced visibility and divine conception to 
the surroundings and the people. This has been the 
most prominent at the Bishop’s palace, where the
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03     THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

MODIFICATIONS BY NATURE

The scares density of mangroves, helps in creating 
a visual connectivity with the modified water body. 
All of this helps in a better user interface. In an effort 
to create a similar experience on the other side of 
the creek, i.e., towards the reclaimed land, we see a 

The Ourem Creek is flanged by mangroves on 
either sides. When one looks at the side towards 
Fontainhas, they see designed walkways, and neatly 
paved pathways, which makes the accessibility and 
the walk-ability a better experience for the user. 
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MODIFICATIONS BY NATURE

Chandrika Bharadwaj

failed attempt made by the government to create a 
better and comfortable environment- relocation of 
a nearby fish market and a walking track. What we 
see today, is a sad state of the landfill in the middle 
of the creek, designed by the Portuguese; once can

see the dilapidated condition of shops, and unkempt 
landscape- an irony on how the Portuguese tried 
to manipulate nature. Today the entire stretch has 
a thick cover of mangroves, witch very little human 
engagement.
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

ELUSIVE AUTOCRACY
DHRUV RAJA

and order for betterment of the mass but kept away 
public spaces around them, thereby not allowing any 
space for people’s voices.

The Portuguese state created a sense of 
powerlessness and authoritarian regime through 
their urban system. Places of governance 
represented the motherland and carried out the law
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

ELUSIVE AUTOCRACY

Dhruv Raja
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02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

POLITICS OF EQUILIBRIUM THROUGH RELIGION

The church took care of the people and gave the 
colonizers a moral reason for implying power. The 
civic bodies pushed away the people whereas the 
church pulled them, thereby striking a balance to 
maintain power. 
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and very well held a place for the civic and 
administrative building. The hill was symbolically 
used a high place for the religious buildings making 
them sacred. 

Nature was the preliminary factor for shaping the 
urban fabric. Unlike the idea of nature to be used 
a source of recreation, the autocratic state kept it 
away from people and made it available only to the 
state. The river was strategic for defense and trade, 

03    THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

NATURE AS SPATIAL MANIFESTATION

Dharv Raja
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

REDISCOVERING THE COLONIAL INTENT OF MAIN 
SQUARE

KRUTI PATEL

just defined by the materiality but by the formality in 
the order of the facades of the surrounding buildings. 
To imagine the space all you need to do is to remove 
the clutter from the ground and you get a sense of a 
fine disciplined square. 

Public squares were important part of the history 
of the Portuguese empire as we can observe in 
Salvador and Lisbon. It actually becomes a receiving 
end of the city. The square led to formation of 
administrative use of the buildings. The square is not 
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

REDISCOVERING THE COLONIAL INTENT OF MAIN 
SQUARE

Church was not just a symbolic gesture of power 
for the Portuguese but to create a successful public 
space was also the colonial intent while making 
the churches. The Immaculate conception church 
has not just a large plaza but it is broken up to

many rectangular plaza. The rectangular compact 
proportion encourages the publicness as the 
themselves become circulation spaces. The vision is 
also confined and results into more interaction.

Kruti Patel

02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

CHURCH : A SUCCESSFUL RATHER SYMBOLIC 
PUBLIC PLACE
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03   THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

TYPOLOGY VARIATIONS: A RESULT OF NATURE 
MODIFICATION

road are the buildings with the central courtyard 
typology. The hill is cut and the informal steps 
are created for personal and public use. A large 
amphitheater is seen at the backyard of a large 
residence for personal use and public amphitheater 
is seen near Saint Sebastian chapel. 

A city is never natural. To make spaces and 
circulations nature has to be modified. And nature 
also defines the typology of any building space 
and makes it very local. In the area of Fontainhas, 
the hill side of the road had a unique typology of a 
backyard with the cutting retaining wall, and a front 
yard with a filling retaining wall. The other side of the
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

TITLE OF THE DRAWING
MAITHILEE 

RATHOD
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

TITLE OF THE DRAWING

terms of size of the buildings, typology of construction, 
colours & height of the buildings as well.
Even the vehicular movement and sensory aspects 
marks the difference.

Landscape acting as a dividend between 
administration and public places.
When looked upon the buildings on either side of the 
landscape, remarkable differences are observed in 

Maithilee Rathod
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02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

TITLE OF THE DRAWING

White standing out as a prominent among coloured 
buildings.
And these wide roads can act as a place for parades 
and celebrations during festivals.

The authoratitive building blending with green ,sky 
and surrounding people.
The church building is eshtablished on the higher 
topography and opens majorly towards the wide 
roads. Hence it’s importance can be developed.
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The dominance of Nature.
As the contours increases, the number of buildings 
decreases.
The density of settlements highly depends on the to-
pography of the region.

03   THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

TITLE OF THE DRAWING
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

POINT OF CONTROL AT TOBACCO SQUARE
MAITREYI

SRIVASTAVA

your eyes to it from in between a long row of 
continuous colonial structures along the waterfront. 
Another important factor is the singular champa tree 
in full bloom in the triangle. The placement, guiding 
of line of sight and overall treatment of the open area 
between structures is the professional approach 
which reflect the ideas of control and administration.

The theme of administration and governance is 
reflected in the treatment of the space around the four 
important buildings; the Post Office, the Postmaster’s 
Head Office, the Old Mint House and the St. Thomas 
Chapel by the placement of a green traffic island 
and space provided around the front facades of 
these structures. The island of green with a carved 
stone statue also draws your attention by guiding
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

POINT OF CONTROL AT TOBACCO SQUARE

details and elements relating to the church seen 
around the town. The collage has representation of 
the axial geometry of churches, the arched windows, 
the linear geometry in elevational treatment, delicate 
details, crosses, fleur de lis patterns, wooden eaves 
and pebble stone grottos seen around the city which 
all point to the unity in symbology of the Institution of 
Church around the city.

The theme of Institution of Church was interpreted by 
me as a symbolism that might be around the whole 
city of Panaji to varying degrees which was confirmed 
by the observations after visiting all the three 
important institutions of the Church around Panaji, 
Their Bishop’s Palace, The St. Sebastian Chapel 
and The Immaculate Conception Church. The work 
presented is a collage of all the various symbolism, 

Maitreyi Srivastava

02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

SYMBOLISM OF THE CHURCH
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if nature is so important to man to what extent 
should he be modifying it to his benefit and how 
much rampant modification can the world bear now. 
The second representation of the loneliness of the 
tree is an artistic representation showing nature to 
be the building blocks of cities and their organic 
lines becoming more linear geometry showing the 
transition that cities go through. Both these aspects 
being important and interdependent on each other. 

The modification of nature by man seen in the 
courtyards that are a common architectural element 
in Panaji. The lonely tree is in the courtyard of the 
Cafe Bodega in an Art Gallery in Altinho, close to 
the Bishop’s Palace. The need to reintroduce nature 
into man made surroundings seems to be a primal 
need and is done to varying degrees around Panaji, 
most commonly in the modification of contours. The 
tree is a focal point in the courtyard around which 
most of the seating is placed. The question is, 

03   THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

THE LONELY TREE
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

THE MINT AND ITS OUTLOOK
MEGHA SAHU
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ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

THE MINT AND ITS OUTLOOK

Megha Sahu
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city to govern its subjects. In all justifying the idea 
of how it is more important what all a building looks 
at rather than what the building looks like itself. The 
idea has been portrayed by taking the Mint House 
in consideration and focuses how it takes to its 
surroundings.

The overall picture encompassing all three themes 
covered throughout the five days of the workshop, is 
to look at a city not from an outsider’s perspective but 
rather inwardly. For Administration and Governance, 
as much as all the buildings and institutions look 
onto the water routes, they also look into the city, 
keeping an eye on the streets and looking onto the
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02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH 

THE POWER AT HIGHER GROUND

physically and spiritually. It continues to justify the 
previous argument of how the palace administers 
the people and the city as well as making one of its 
own that the church often acted as a place of power 
over the subjects not only spiritually but also as the 
administration most particularly in colonised cities.

Following on how we discussed that the institution 
of Church acts as the middlemen to communicate 
and mediate between the Portugal colonizers and 
the subjects of the city. The Archbishop’s Palace too 
acts like one such institution that takes a place of 
higher importance by being placed above the people
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03    THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

FRAMING THE UNIFICATION

trade. Highlighting buildings and institutions of im-
portance without scaling them up but rather framing 
them with elements of nature, placing them in the 
foreground with contrasting clear backgrounds.

Observations indicate that neither did the 
Portuguese surrender or submit to the natural 
relief and topography nor completely dominate it. 
They, however, often used nature to highlight their 
Architecture either through managed frames or 
contrasting colours. Nature was used to operate and 
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PAARTH AGRAWAL    ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

URBAN PLANNING

Due to the degeneralised uniform governance, their 
urban planning also showcased the uniformity. With 
no Central power, the planning and the road network 
is quite grid like with main arteries stemming from 
the main administrative buildings.
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02   THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

SCALE OF INFLUENCE

The three institutions of church have varying level of 
influence over the territory they encompass. 
St. Sebastian chapel - over the neighborhood
Immaculate conception church - face of the city 
panjim. 
Archbishop’s palace - over various churches spread 
across states.

Paarth Agarwal
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03     THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

SYMBOLISM OF PROTECTION,PRAGMATISM AND  
POWER



 | 81

Modifying and  strengthening the creek edges for the 
port and to prevent flooding. 
PRAGMATISM - Developing the city on the plains 
and governing bodies placed among them in the city. 
POWER- Cutting the hill into TWO and were given 
their significance with the two church institutions 
looking over the city.

Paarth Agarwal
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PRITHVI  PANVAR    ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

CHANGE OF SIGNIFICANCE
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CHANGE OF SIGNIFICANCE

Prithivi Panvar

different than now. So taking change of application 
as a reference I had observed the movement and 
utilization of spaces by the people in today’s time 
and compared it with the hypothesis that i had made 
as to how people used that place during the colonial 
period. 

It was very interesting to see how people were 
using the buildings and spaces made 200 hundred 
back today. I had researched about the buildings 
which were used for administrative and government 
purposes and it was very interesting to find out that 
the use of those back in those days was totally 
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02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

AUTHORITARIAN YET INVITING

This church was one of the prime highlights of Panjim. 
There was a big open space in front the church and 
that open place was one of the main hotspot of that 
area for the people to gather. The rush of traffic and 
people in front of that open space was always high. 
But as we move towards the church which was on a 

This church was one of the prime highlights of Panjim. 
There was a big open space in front the church and 
that open place was one of the main hotspot of that 
area for the people to gather. The rush of traffic and 
people in front of that open space was always high. 
But as we move towards the church which was on a 
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AUTHORITARIAN YET INVITING

This road was made by cutting a whole hill though 
and though. The variety of the edges bothe the sides 
of the hill were very fascinating and interesting. 
Along the different edges different types buildings 
were made adapting to the land form. 

03    THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

CHANGING EDGES

Prithivi Panvar
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  ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

FONTAINHAS THROUGH ITS FENESTRATION. 
RISHIRAJ 
SARKAR 
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  ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE

FONTAINHAS THROUGH ITS FENESTRATION. 

Rishiraj Sarkar 
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Brief: Panjim became the center for administration 
and governance for the Portuguese. Churches 
were established as a means of governance over 
the public. As Panjim is a coastal city, and the sea 
was the utmost preference for trade, most of the 
administrative buildings formed closer to the coast, 
while the Church of Lady Immaculate and Bishop’s 
house rested on top of a hill overlooking into the 
entire city.
Over the years many changes have taken place 
around the administrative buildings. As more 
people started migrating from the old city to Panjim, 
construction of houses was a necessity. Trade and 
commerce increased the number of commercial 
buildings in the area. With changes taking place over 
a span of 400 years, most of these buildings failed to 
retain their identity as buildings are mostly mix-use 
(Residential + Commercial). However, in the current 
scenario, the buildings are being transformed into 
boutiques, hotels, cafes and offices. Even with the 
face-lift, the fenestration in most of the buildings 
have gone through the least change. The idea was 
to look at the buildings of Site A through their doors

and windows, making a visual inventory and broadly 
try to place it as residential, commercial and public 
buildings. 

Inferences: 
The windows and doors have retained their 
originality. Scale and size of the openings play an 
important role in determining the type and use of 
the building. The standards doors and windows in 
the commercial and public buildings are larger as 
compared to the ones in the residential. 
Timber, glass and steel were the commonly used 
materials. Chajjas for protection from sun and rain 
and casings for aesthetics were seen in almost all. 
Mother of Pearls (a type of shell) was also widely 
used as a material to bring in diffused light into 
the house. Many of the openings had ornamental 
features, allowing us to distinctly differentiate 
between public and residential buildings.
The doors and windows opened outwards towards 
the narrow winding streets. The space around the 
buildings worked as one for people to gather.
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02    THE INSTITUTION OF CHURCH

THE CHURCH AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

In the Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 
Church, which was also set up on a mound, looked 
over a large portion of the city, which started coming 
up around the church. The church has public square 
with zig-zag staircase leading to it and is fairly more 
dense then the first.
The area in front of the St Sebastian Church 
represented in the drawing was dense with houses 
when it was established and still continues to 
have houses around it with small courts and open 
spaces in between the houses. While this church 
was established below a mound, it was community 
driven and more for public use.

Brief:  The churches played an important role in 
the colonization of Goa and around in the 16th 
century AD. Three representative diagrams give 
an idea on how the churches were established in 
a location which either gave them control over the 
surroundings or a sense of community. 

Inferences: In the first, the Bishop’s Palace, set 
up on the mound had an authoritative role over 
its surroundings and neighboring regions under 
the Portuguese rule. The area is less dense with 
buildings coming up in the recent times.
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03    THE MODIFICATION OF NATURE

THE CHURCH AND ITS SURROUNDINGS

Brief: In the same three drawings, a representation of 
the open spaces around it was made to denote how 
the churches which were at the helm had very few 
buildings and a lot of greenery around. The diagram 
also shows a sense of authority of the building and 
the shrinking landscape footprint over the years.
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to gather as seen against larger open spaces with 
wider roads around the others which could have 
been used for bigger occasions and festivities. 

Inferences: The Bishop’s Palace and the Our Lady 
of the Immaculate Conception Church had more 
open spaces around it compared to the St Sebastian 
church which was more intimate for the people 
around. Small open spaces with narrow roads 
around this church worked as spaces for the people
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As a grad student this workshop 
essentially taught me to do a quick 
urban analysis of any area and/or a city. 
Something that should be useful in the 
coming years.

        - Bansi Patel  

Studying cities through it’s architecture 
and nature and the patterns they lead to. 

        - Paarth Agrawal

The workshop was integral in changing 
my perspective, helping me look at a 
larger scale onto a city. Widening my 
thinking process and also develop my 
representation skills. Our mentor Mr. 
Pratyush Shankar through individual and 
group discussions gave us innumerable 
constructive insights. One of the greatest 
learnings came from the participants of 
the workshop, their ideas, perspectives 
and representation techniques.   

      - Megha Sahu

As I have been working on urban 
projects in the last one year, I have 
formed a tendency of looking at any 
project at a macro level. But during the 
workshop, I noticed and studied how the 
certain features at a micro level help in 
shaping the usability of the urban space. 
This has made me sensitive towards the 
micro level planning, and given a fresh 
outlook towards my design approach.

        - Chandrika Bhardwaj

This workshop introduced me to a way 
of interpreting the urban character of a 
city beyond literature and writings. I was 
able to identify subtle visual and auditory 
aspects which are deeply symbolic and 
quite integral to the urban fabric, but 
often overlooked in their significance. It 
was also a great opportunity to explore 
different styles of graphic representation 
by hand.

- Bhargavi Murthy

“This workshop was a great opportunity 
for me to explore my interest in urban 
history. I never knew I would be so 
interested and keen about the urban 
history until the last day of my workshop. 
I didn’t realize that I would be looking 
at a city with the urban setting and the 
context and interpreting and putting up 
such different arguments. The workshop 
was quite interesting and challenging. It 
changed my perspective of looking at a 
city and its urban history. “
         - Amruta Gajjar
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Throughout college, there has been very 
less focus on understanding cities and 
their formation. This workshop helped in 
bridging this gap and provided the initial 
steps on how to look at cities from a 
holistic level and understand the critical 
markers that help shape a city. Added to 
this, working around Fontainhas and the 
input lectures by Pratyush sir throughout 
the workshop are always a treat!
         - Aakash Dave

Learnings were mainly ideas about the 
way Portuguese Colonial cities were 
established, the possible reasoning 
behind the location, scale, proportion 
and elevational treatment of different 
structures of varying importance. New to 
me was the concept of tracing a city’s 
growth along it’s contours as well as it’s 
need for urban spaces which integrate 
with the historical aspects already in 
place. The realisation that every act 
we do is an act of alteration of nature 
no matter how sustainable, which in 
turn leads to the question of how much 
should we or shouldn’t we change things 
around us. The answer to which is left 
upto the interpretation of each individual. 
The colonial-into-urban shift in the 
landscape, architecture, environment 
and growth was made all the more 
apparent when analysed through the 
lens of the workshop.

-Maitreyi Srivastava

The workshop was a great learning 
experience in terms of understanding 
a city and representation of ideas. It 
helped me gather a new perspective 
on how we perceive cities. And how the 
planning of a city speaks a lot about the 
time and context it was built in. 

         - Aneesh Devi

The workshop gave insights on the pro-
cess of Urbanization from the 16th Cen-
tury, with the Portuguese setting up their 
capital in Old Goa, strategically shifting 
the capital to Panjim, and setting up of 
ports around the Mandovi and Zuari Riv-
er for trade and transport. 
It also helped in understanding a part 
of the city of Panjim, the Administration 
and Governance done by the Portu-
guese, the shifting of power during their 
rule, the Church functioning as an Insti-
tution, and how its location played an 
important role in the community, and its 
relationship with the surroundings. 
Interpreting these ideas on the given 
sites and represent the same in the form 
of drawings.
  - Rishiraj Sarkar
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The workshop was a whole new 
experience for me, as being in second 
year i have never been exposed to an 
urban setting formally. My analytical 
skills were enhanced because the 
workshop as it made me think and at the 
same eliminate the possibilities which 
were vague.

-Prithvi Panvar

Today’s cities are result of very strong 
fundamental ideas of Administration and 
Governance, Public spaces, Symbolic 
values. The workshop had a very 
refreshing concept of understanding the 
intent behind making a city and how it 
has transformed. It was interesting to 
draw parallels of Panjim with rest other 
Portuguese colonial cities. What was 
rather interesting was to know that The 
fundamental ideas behind these cities 
remain same but different geographies 
and cultures gives it a very local 
character to it. It was interesting as we 
were the part of the performances on the 
streets. 

- Kruti Patel

Learnt to look at a city with a different 
perspective.
Learnt various amazing facts of cities 
and their development.
Learnt about variety of interesting 
presentation skills.

- Maithilee Rathod

The workshop helped me look at an 
urban system of rich history with varied 
and ordered perspectives. It helped me 
understand urban theory and principles 
involved in the structuring of a colonial 
system. A look into the methods and 
ideology from the past I gained a better 
understanding towards working out 
people/public centered design.

- Dhruv Raja 



 | 101



Portuguese Colonial Urbanism 2019



 | 103



Portuguese Colonial Urbanism 2019


